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T he Calabasas Chamber’s August 26th Luncheon will be
held at the Calabasas Inn starting at 11:30 a.m. with fea-

tured speaker Rigoberto Reyes, Supervising Investigator from
the Los Angeles Department of Consumer Affairs. Rigoberto
will help the Chamber members protect themselves as individu-
als and as business owners.  Topics to be covered at the luncheon
will be Privacy Protection, Identity Theft, Fraud Prevention
and Senior Abuse. Rigoberto has a wealth of knowledge in these
fields and will discuss some of the current scams going on and
how we as individuals and business owners can protect ourselves
from fraud.

Rigoberto has worked for the department for almost 9 years.
In his capacity with the department, he has supervised the prop-
er resolution of over 3,200 formal consumer complaints filed
with the department every year involving a variety of issues,
including credit disputes, automobile sales, retail sales and con-
tracts, landlord-tenant disputes, immigration consultants and
paralegal, and identity theft.  Many of these complaints result in
special investigations, which are prosecuted by city, county, and
state prosecuting agencies.

Please RSVP to the Chamber office at (818) 222-5680.  The
cost is $25 for members and $30 for non-members and those
without reservations.  No-shows will be charged.

Please see Mega Mixer, page 4

Scams, Cons and Deals
A Consumer Affairs Investigator’s

View of the World

B ring your business into full bloom this month at our
ultimate networking Garden Party on Wednesday,

August 18, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Gardens of the
World! The Calabasas Chamber, joined by the Camarillo,
Moorpark, Port Hueneme, Thousand Oaks-Westlake Village and
Woodland Hills chambers, is hosting an exciting Mega Mixer at
the Hogan Foundation’s Gardens of the World located in
Thousand Oaks.  Over 500 guests are expected to attend this pro-
ductive networking event, sure to be a business highlight of the
summer.  Members and the public are invited to mingle in the
unique park while enjoying an assortment of food and beverages
provided by a variety of restaurants and caterers including
Calabasas Chamber member Damon & Pythias.

The Gardens of the World is a 4.5-acre public park created by
the Hogan Foundation to commemorate the world’s cultures

Five Chamber Mega Mixer
Garden Party

Expand Your Business Horizons

Showcasing the New 
Calabasas Chamber Directory!

The Calabasas Chamber proudly presents the attractive new 2004-
2005 Calabasas Business Directory and Community Guide. This
comprehensive directory provides important contact information and
is a great resource for buying products or services in the community.
Shown here are President Rick O'Bryant and Charmaine King
(2nd from right) from Direct Access International, Inc.;
Calabasas Chamber President and CEO Carol Washburn and
Chamber Marketing Director Arlene Bernholtz. If you would like
additional copies to distribute at your place of businesses, please call
the Chamber office at (818) 222-5680.

5 1234Website 
Countdown!

The brand new Calabasas Chamber of
Commerce Website is here this month.
To check the progress of the website,
please visit www.calabasaschamber.com.
Watch the countdown to access up-to-
the-minute Chamber information avail-
able at your fingertips!
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2004 Board Of Directors

Chairman of the Board
Shirlee J. Kingsley, CPM (2000)
SJ Kingsley, Ltd.

First Vice Chair
Toni Yamin (2002)
Stylish Dressing by Toni  (818) 880-8183

Vice Chair Business Development
Marlene Quarress (2002)
Cheque-Mate Payroll Solutions  (805) 496-7846

Vice Chair Finance
Donald L. Lucove, CPA (1999)
Lucove, Say and Company  (818) 224-4411

Vice Chair Governmental Affairs
Daniel A. Bergman (2001)
Bergman Law Group  (818) 999-9100

Vice Chair Membership
Tina Klaas (2003)
State Farm Insurance  (818) 878-7544

Immediate Past Chair
Lilianne Chaumont (1999)
Chaumont Law Group, Inc. (818) 222-7345

Jeff Blum (1999)
A.G. Edwards & Sons  (818) 735-6908

Sophia Corbett (2003)
Salon Sarafina  (818) 225-1709

Joe Donato (2003)
Acura 101 West  (818) 222-5555

Ronna Lubash (2003)
Union Bank of California  (818) 595-2013

Jerry Magel (2004)
Pep Boys  (818) 710-1299

Philip Strauss, CPA (2003)
BDO Seidman LLP  (818) 419-8018

Marie White (2002)
Money Mailer  (818) 597-9668

Chamber Staff

Carol Washburn, President/CEO

Arlene E. Bernholtz, Marketing Director

Cheryl Frotton, Administrative Assistant

Editorial Services Judi Uthus
Black Ball Publishing  (818) 224-3782

Designer George Gura
Studio One Design  (818) 595-1695

Chairman’s Message
by Shirlee J. Kingsley, CPM, SJ Kingsley, Ltd.

S ummer is a wonderful time to relax with family and
friends, enjoying the California sunshine and perhaps

traveling a bit.  We hope that each of you take this time to
“Soak Up The Sun” in your own corner of the world.

The Chamber remains committed to our Mission
Statement, “To enhance and support our members’ busi-
ness success.” In step with this pledge, I would like to report
on a few of our successes and some new opportunities that are available to our members.

In July the Chamber’s new global Website “calabasaschamber.com” was suc-
cessfully launched.  The response from our members and the businesses community has
exceeded our expectations.  It is not too late to secure premium advertising for your
business at discounted rates.  This is a powerful way to gain unlimited exposure at a frac-
tion of the cost of other advertising venues.

Our Workshop series continued on July 20th, featuring Human Relation Labor
Law and Worker’s Compensation. These are two intensive topics that greatly influence
businesses operating within the State of California.  Any business regardless of its size is
impacted by the legislation involving labor laws and of course the cost of providing
employee benefits.  The Workshop series will continue to focus on topics that are applic-
able to a broad spectrum of business professionals.  Stay tuned!

One of the Chambers primary goals for 2004 was to enhance the alliances with
neighboring Chambers.  We are proud to report that the first joint mixer with the
Malibu Chamber and Calabasas Chamber held on June 17th at the renowned Saddle
Peak Lodge was a tremendous success.  On the 18th of this month the annual “Mega-
Mixer” will be held at the picturesque Gardens of the World in Thousand Oaks.
Networking times five is the plan, as five neighboring Chambers of Commerce come
together, to offer members a chance to meet with hundreds of other business profes-
sionals from surrounding communities.

Knowledge is the key to success! A brain trust of knowledge exists right here
within our own membership base.  I strongly encourage you to get to know your fel-
low members through our monthly breakfasts, luncheons and mixers.  It always
delights me to overhear a conversation between members during one of our events,
which leads to an enthusiastic exchange of business cards and the scheduling of a fol-
low-up meeting.

Our community has been rewarded with a robust economy, creating a wealth of new
business opportunities for our members to embrace.  With this growth it is more impor-
tant than ever to focus on your company’s strengths and ensure that you are providing
the best of the best.  Reflect on the core values within your operation and build on
these to enhance the products and services that your clients depend upon.

Local and State News
by Daniel Bergman, Vice Chair Governmental Affairs

City of Calabasas – Sign Code
Amendment – On August 12th, the
Planning Commission is scheduled to
review the final draft of amendments to
the City of Calabasas Signage Code
before it moves on to City Council on
September 1st.  The document contains
improvements to the City sign code
based on comments and suggestions
made by the public, a Council appointed
special task force and prior reviews by
the Planning Commission and City

Council.  A copy of the document will be
posted on the agenda for upcoming meet-
ings.

City of Calabasas – Rental Regi-
stration Ordinance – On June 23rd, new
Rental Registration Rules were adopted
by the Council for the City of Calabasas.
The purpose of the ordinance is to assist
the City in obtaining an inventory of
rental units, their location and rental
rates.  The Registration program requires

Please see Local & State News, page 5
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August 26 LuncheonMega Mixer and
Garden Party

Wednesday, August 18
5:30 to 7:30 p.m.

2001 Thousand Oaks Boulevard 
Thousand Oaks

Admission:
$5 Members, $10 Non-Members

~  View the Garden in Full Bloom  ~
~  Business Networking  ~  Great Food  ~

~  Refreshments  ~  Entertainment  ~

“Scams, Cons and Deals”
Guest Speaker:

Rigoberto Reyes
Supervising Investigator, 

L.A. Department of Consumer Affairs

Topics:
Privacy Protection, Identity Theft, 
Fraud Prevention and Senior Abuse

August 26 ~ 11:30 a.m.

Calabasas Inn
23500 Park Sorrento, Calabasas

Cost: $25 Members ~ $30 Non-Members

~ Luncheon Menu ~
Curly Endive Salad with Radishes

Cornflake Crusted Chicken with Red Cabbage Slaw
Fresh Roasted Potatoes

Chef’s Choice of Vegetables, Hot Bread and Butter
Coffee – Tea – Ice Tea, Chocolate-Pecan Tarte

If you are interested in working at
the Farmers’ Market in the Calabasas
Chamber booth or purchasing an
advertising sign for the Chamber
tent, please contact Arlene at the
Chamber office: (818) 222-5680.

Farmers’ Market
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You will find the top of the line in direct mail house equipment at the
newly expanded RMS Direct, Inc. They offer complete direct mail
services.  (l-r) Stephanie Warren, Prudential California Realty; Lee
Lieberstein, Best Printers; Carol Washburn, Chamber Presi-
dent/CEO; Saleem M. Saleem, Owner; staff David Sanoja; Jose E.
Serrano; Maria Serrano and Miguel Leon.

For the latest styles in children’s clothes and a unique gift boutique,
visit Smooch in the Calabasas postal annex shopping center.  (l-r)
Stephanie Warren, Prudential California Realty; Carol Washburn,
Chamber President/CEO; Kourtney Kardashian and Kris Jenner,
Owners and Lee Lieberstein, Best Printers.Shirlee J. Kingsley, CPM, Chairman of the Board, and Tina Klaas,

Vice Chair Membership, present membership plaques at the June lun-
cheon.  (l-r) Shirlee J. Kingsley; Tina Klaas; Scott Spindel, Graphic
Designs and Vince Kernaghan, Praxis Media.

Cosmos Grill has moved to a new location within the Courtyard at
the Commons shopping center with the same wonderful owner and
staff.  (l-r) Stephanie Warren; Lee Lieberstein; Carol Washburn;
Marty Breverman, Owner; Kitchen Staff Jose Juan Palacios; Jose
Velez; Manuel Gurrola; Francisco Molina; Ezequiez Gurrola and
Luis G. Hernandez.

Good Morning, Calabasas!
Chamber members and guests are invited

to attend the monthly Good Morning,
Calabasas! Breakfast on Thursday, August 12,
at 7:15 a.m. at the Calabasas Tennis and Swim
Center.  The Breakfast Committee led by
Sophia Corbett from Salon Sarafina is
organizing the breakfast program.  The topic
is “Computers & Technology, Love ‘Em or Hate ‘Em.”

Thank you to our Breakfast Program Committee for organiz-
ing the “Interactive Networking” program.  The networking
bingo event was led by Chairman Marie White, Money Mailer
and committee members Sophia Corbett, Salon Sarafina; Elly
Forman, Forman Interiors; Pamela Hutchinson, Hypno-
therapist; Tina Klaas, State Farm Insurance; Lee Lieberstein,
Best Printers and Ricki Bergman, Travel Syndicate.

Door prizes were contributed by the breakfast committee.
Door prizes are a great way to publicize your business.  If you
would like to donate a door prize for the breakfast meeting, just
bring the item to the breakfast.

Breakfast is $12 for members and first-time visitors.  Please
call (818) 222-5680 to make your reservation.  Thank you to
Sean Michael Catering for our full service breakfast buffet.

Mission Statement:   The purpose of the
Calabasas Chamber of Commerce is to enhance

and support our members’ business success.

through horticulture.  Garden themes represent a mission court-
yard, Italian, French, Japanese and English landscaping.  Summer
is an ideal time to visit the unique park with flowers in full bloom
and their fragrances filling the air.  A donation of $5 for members
and $10 for non-members is requested.  The Gardens of the World
is located at 2001 Thousand Oaks Boulevard with parking available
on Thousand Oaks Blvd. and nearby shopping area lots.  Overflow
parking might be available at Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza.

Don’t miss this opportunity to expand your business hori-
zons in a lovely setting and remember to bring plenty of business
cards to the special mega mixer!

Mega Mixer  Continued from page 1
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Welcome, New Members
RIDINI ENTERTAINMENT CORPORA-
TION can help create a Buzz for your
business, product or event.  They are pub-
lic relations specialists working with
entertainment, sports, publishing, med-
ical, beauty, fashion, health and fitness
and Fortune 500 and 1000 companies.
Their Experience is Your Success!  Visit
them at www.ridinientertainment.com.
Maryann Ridini, President
650 North Bronson
Los Angeles (818) 884-0104
Referred by Barry Ross, 
AppleOne Employment Services

VARNA ELECTRONICS, INC. specializ-
ing in custom installation of home theatre
and satellite equipment for homes and
offices, including public areas such as
bars, restaurants.  They are an authorized
DirecTV sales dealer.
Elliott Ross, Owner
(818) 707-0854
Referred by Rick O’Bryant, 
Direct Access International

CM IT SOLUTIONS offers computer
training and services to small business and
residential customers.  They also provide
repair, security, networking and training
on MS Office APPS, Quickbooks, and Act!
and others.
Jim Hamm, President
24011 Strathern Street
West Hills (818) 992-1191

GRAPHIC DESIGNS has been providing
high-quality sales and marketing graphics
since 1989.  They provide design, printing
and web graphic services.
Scott Spindel, Owner
3475 Old Conejo Road, Suite C-11
Newbury Park (805) 499-5019
Referred by Rick O’Bryant, 
Direct Access International

OFFICE XPRESS, INC. is a supplier of
over 27,000 office supplies, printer and
copier supplies.
Michael Bushman, Owner
Bret Enerson, General Manager
Matt Marini, Sales
7701 Alabama Avenue
Canoga Park (818) 884-5737
Referred by Barry Ross, 
AppleOne Employment Services

REAL ESTATE ACCESS, INC. &
WARNER CENTER MORTGAGE can
handle all your real estate listings and
purchases.  They have been discount bro-
kers since 1977.  They offer a full spec-
trum of loans.  They are a member of
MatchandBeat.com.  The broker who can
do almost anything!
Ray Fausner, President/Broker
21731 Ventura Boulevard
Woodland Hills (818) 264-1622

TROOP REAL ESTATE has been helping
people buy and sell homes for over 17
years.  Now with 12 offices to serve you.
“There is no place like home…..especially
when it’s your home.”
Vicki Earnest, Office Manager
5875 Kanan Road
Agoura (818) 706-2344

CREATIVE EDGE GRAPHIC DESIGN
assists businesses and professionals in
achieving winning logos with effective
identity design by researching their specif-
ic industry and audience and by using
proper principles of design.
Michelle Richardson, Owner
6452 Randi Avenue
Woodland Hills (818) 370-6089

ILLUMINARI AESTHETICS is a Medical
Spa that brings Art, Science, and Beauty
together to create a more wonderful you.
Services include Botox, Restylane, IPL
Photo Rejuvenation, Dermaculture Skin-
care, Clearlight Acne, Microdermabrasion,
Anti-Aging, Endermologie, Laser Hair
Removal, Spider Vein Removal, Chiro-
practic, Massage and Glomineral Makeup.
Verne Brizendine, President
28632 Roadside Drive, Suite 105
Agoura Hills (818) 707-7240
Referred by Marie White, Money Mailer and
Darren Kessler, D.D.S. and Elyse Resnick,
D.D.S., Kessler & Resnick Dental Designs

PET ORPHANS OF SOUTHERN CALI-
FORNIA is the oldest non-profit human
rescue and adoption organization with it
own kennel in Southern California.  Open
for adoptions 7 days a week from 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m.
Janice Vogel Ackles, Director
7720 Gloria Avenue
Van Nuys (818) 901-0190

IXIA is a leading, global provider of high
performance IP-Network testing solu-
tions.
Lori Choi, Public Relations Manager
26601 Agoura Road
Calabasas (818) 444-2334

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY
Kapil Mahendra, Agent
300 E. Esplande, 20th Floor
Oxnard (818) 625-3787
Financial Services

AMES AT THE COMMONS
Eva Lucero, Manager
4719 Commons Way, Suite A
Calabasas (818) 591-2722
Clothing for Women

owners of properties with four or more
rental units to register their units with the
City within 30 days, and to notify the City
of any changes in ownership or rental
increases.  Copies of the ordinance are
posted on the City of Calabasas website:
www.cityofcalabasas.com.

AB 2832 – Among other provisions,
this bill seeks an increase in the state
minimum wage to $7.25 in 2005 and to
$7.75 in 2006.  If passed, it will make
California’s minimum wage the highest
in the nation.  Opposition to the bill,
which has included some chambers of
commerce, has contended that passage
will have a negative impact on
California’s recovering economy by,
among other things, causing businesses
to cut jobs and move out of state to
avoid the high costs.  Generally,
Republicans in the Legislature have
opposed it and Democrats have support-
ed it.  For more information, visit the
California Chamber of Commerce web-
site: www.calchamber.com.

Proposition 72 – This proposition
addresses increases in health care costs
for businesses and is opposed by the
California Chamber of Commerce.  It
is argued that government run health
care is not the answer.  For more infor-
mation, contact Frank Schubert at
frank@schubertpa.com.

Local & State News
Continued from page 2
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Member Spotlight
John R. Mundy, General Manager
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District

M unicipal drinking water is
only one of many services

that the Las Virgenes Municipal Water
District (LVMWD) provides to the
region.  There’s also recycled water,
wastewater services and biosolids com-
posting available to customers in the
city of Calabasas, Hidden Hills, Agoura
Hills, Westlake Village and neighboring
unincorporated areas of western Los
Angeles County.  But wait–that’s not all!

Here are additional services as a business owner or resident
you might want to take advantage of:

• Free water use surveys
• Rebates for low flow toilet installations and other water

saving devices
• Landscaper training
• Free compost for your landscaped areas
• Assistance in helping you obtain the appropriate water

and sewer service level for your home or business
For more information about LVUSD programs or services,

contact the Customer Service Office at 818.251.2100 or visit our
website at www.lvmwd.com.

Member Business News
CEO LifeMentor is offering a free Seminar Series for

Discussion and Solutions called, “Leadership Challenges” on
Wednesday, August 18 from 7:30 to 9:00 a.m., at 23622 Calabasas
Road, Suite 102.  Call (818) 222-5469 for further information.

LEONIS ADOBE MUSEUM welcomes children ages 2 to 8
and their families to help feed the ranch animals on Tuesday
mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. through August 24.

SOKA UNIVERSITY OF AMERICA offers a fitness walk on
August 6.  Call (818) 878-3703 for further information.

They just arrived - the new 2005 models of Harley Davidson
motorcycles at BARGER HARLEY DAVIDSON.  Call Loretta
Hansen for additional information: (818) 999-3355.

The ROTARY CLUB OF CALABASAS/AGOURA HILLS
recently was able to acquire a special wheelchair for a Calabasas
High student thanks to the generous donations from Chamber
and community members.

COLD CREEK PRESERVE hike on August 14.  Fun for the
whole family.  Bring a lunch, plenty of water, binoculars and a
camera.  Plenty of shade in this streamside community.  Reser-
vations required: (818) 591-1701, ext. 181.

People on the Move
Earlyn Mosher is the new President of the CALABASAS HIS-

TORICAL SOCIETY.  Congratulations to Arlene E. Bernholtz,
outgoing president, on her recent appointment as Regional Vice
President of the California Conference of Historical Societies.

Marie White, MONEY MAILER is the new President of the
California Women Business Owners.  She is also President elect
of the KIWANIS CLUB OF CALABASAS-AGOURA.

Jim Sherman, WEST HILLS HOSPITAL & MEDICAL
CENTER is now the President/CEO of Los Robles Hospital in
Thousand Oaks.  In the interim, he will be splitting his time
between both facilities.

Congratulations Are in Order
Congratulations to Calabasas Councilman Dennis

Washburn and Carol Washburn, President/CEO Calabasas
Chamber of Commerce on the wedding of their daughter Diana
to Nick LaPointe at the lovely CALABASAS INN.  Chamber
member Phil Berkner recorded the wedding with his photogra-
phy.  The couple are graduates of the Berklee College of Music in
Boston.  They honeymooned in Costa Rica.

Kristin and Paul Martin, HENNELLY & GROSSFELD LLP
are the proud parents of Abigail Rose, born on June 21, 2004.  She
weighed 8 lbs. 5 oz. and was 21” long.

Name Badges Available
Now you can proudly wear your own magnetic badge
with your name and business on it.  As a new service,
you can place your badge order with the chamber office
for only $12.  It can be stored for Calabasas chamber
events or you can keep it for other functions you attend
to publicize your business.  Adhesive name badges will
still be available.
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1986
Acura 101 West

1991
Kilroy Realty, LLP

1993
Calabasas Union Corporation

1994
Jeff Baker

West Hills Hospital & Medical Center
Green, de Bortnowsky and Quintanilla, LLP

1995
White House Properties – Deanna Shapiro

Frank and Betty Farmer
Temple Judea

1996
The Gas Company

Double R Veterinary Center
New City Releasing, Inc.

1997
David Gibson Escrow Company, Inc.

Congregation Or Ami
RE/MAX On The Boulevard Calabasas – Wendy Silver Hale

1998
Hollander Asset Strategies

Chaumont Law Group, Inc.
Fred Gaines

Marmalade Café
Fazio Cleaners

Whipple & Associates

1999
Theodore

King’s Fish House
Silverado Senior Living – Calabasas

2000
SunbeltBizForSale.com
Alan Berkowitz, Ph.D.

2001
William Gregory Mortgage

Mount Sinai Memorial Parks

2002
Conejo Valley Examiner

Malibu Conference Center at Calamigos Ranch
RE/MAX On The Boulevard Calabasas – Fred Myer

Hampton Inn & Suites
Tulip Boutique, Inc.

2003
Direct Access International, Inc.

Bel-Air Exteriors
Prudential California Realty – Stephanie Warren

Law Offices of Laurence R. Goldman
Garrett Interiors, Inc.

Thank You, Renewing Members
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13 Monday, 4:30 p.m.
ELAC Meeting
Calabasas City Hall
26135 Mureau Road

13 Monday, 6:00 p.m.
Calabasas Business Roundtable
Calabasas City Hall
26135 Mureau Road

23 Thursday, 11:30 a.m.
Chamber Luncheon
Calabasas Inn
23500 Park Sorrento

SEPTEMBER 2004
6 Monday

Labor Day Holiday
Office Closed

7 Tuesday, 5:00 p.m.
Deputy Meeting
Chamber Office

9 Thursday, 7:15 a.m.
Good Morning Calabasas!
Chamber Networking Breakfast
Calabasas Tennis & Swim Center
23400 Park Sorrento

28 Tuesday, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Acura 101 West
24650 Calabasas Road

Executive Committee Meeting
Date TBA

September Mixer
Date TBA

24 Tuesday, 5:00 p.m.
Board of Directors Meeting
Acura 101 West
24650 Calabasas Road

26 Thursday, 11:30 a.m.
Chamber Luncheon
Topic: Scams, Cons and Deals
Calabasas Inn
23500 Park Sorrento

3 Tuesday, 5:00 p.m.
Deputy Meeting
Chamber Office

9 Monday, 4:30 p.m.
ELAC Meeting
Calabasas City Hall
26135 Mureau Road

9 Monday, 6:00 p.m.
Calabasas Business Roundtable
Calabasas City Hall
26135 Mureau Road

11 Wednesday, 5:00 p.m.
Executive Committee Meeting
Caruso Affiliated

12 Thursday, 7:15 a.m.
Good Morning Calabasas!
Chamber Networking Breakfast
Calabasas Tennis & Swim Center
23400 Park Sorrento

18 Wednesday, 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.
Mega Mixer and Garden Party
Gardens of the World
2001 Thousand Oaks Blvd.
Thousand Oaks

Mega Mixer
Garden Party

August 18th


