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                  Meet the New 2012 Chairman of the Board, Elena Yasno 

                                                                                                                                                                         

A llow Me to Introduce Myselfé 

As of January 1, 2012 I will begin serving our local business community in a new capacity, I will become the new 

Chairman of the Board for the Calabasas Chamber of Commerce. Having been with the Chamber for the past 7 years 

and having worked with four different Chairmen during this time, I know that I have big shoes to fill. Iôd like to thank 

Brenda Johnson, Kimberly Bordonaro, Doug Ridley and Stephanie Warren for their service and assure them that I will 

not let them down! 

My name is Elena Yasno. I live in Calabasas and run my own boutique travel design company called Lenka Traveler. 

Iôve come a long way from arriving into this country as a Soviet refugee in the 1970ôs, becoming a successful software 

entrepreneur, raising two amazing young men, visiting almost 100 countries, and achieving the new level of success with 

the Calabasas Chamber of Commerce. 

As I assume the Chairmanôs gavel, I have a lot of ideas and a chock-full of enthusiasm to make 2012 one of the most successful years for the Chamber and 

the Calabasas business community. The Calabasas Chamber of Commerce and I are making a promise to our members that they will see a well-defined value 

being a member of this Chamber. 

Iôm especially excited turning my plans into reality knowing I have the full support of the wonderful people who serve selflessly on our Board of Directors. 

In fact, Iôd like to dedicate the next year to all of our volunteers who wholeheartedly participate in the Chamber events and work on committees.  

I also want to welcome the new CEO of the Chamber, Bridget Karl, and thank her for the countless hours she dedicates to the smooth running of this complex 

organization. 

Thank you all and please, please, please - feel free to contact me about any issue youôd like to discuss. I am always available via the telephone, e-mail, 

Facebook, Tweeter - you name it. 

I look forward to hearing from each and every one of you.                Yours, Elena Yasno 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2012 Installation Gala 

Honoring Outgoing Chair Brenda Johnson, Installing Incoming Chair Elena Yasno

Presentation of 2012 Board of Directors along with Chairman and Spirit of Calabasas Awards. 

The Gala is sponsored by  

FERRARI-CARANO VINEYARDS AND WINERY 

 
Saturday, January 28, 2012     

 6:00 to 11:00 p.m.  

 Calabasas Country Club, 4515 Park Entrada, Calabasas  

Cocktail Hour 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.    

Gala Dinner, Awards and Dancing 7:15 to 11:00 p.m. 

Admission: $75.00 per person / $600.00 for table of eight            

Dress: Cocktail Attire * Wine Tasting * Dancing *  Silent Auction  
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2012 Board of Directors 

 
Chairman of the Board  

Elena Yasno (2008) 
Lenka Traveler, 818.222.0252 

 
First Vice Chair  

Trevis Rucci (2008) 
 

Vice Chair Finance  
Sue Orgen (2011) 
SRO Business Solutions, Inc., 818.591.2222 

 
Vice Chair Governmental Affairs  
Michelle Dornfest (2011) 
E-Solutions, Inc., 818.438.0999 

 
Vice Chair Membership  
Amanda Beck (2011) 
Hub Intôl Insurance Services, Inc., 
805.435.3112 

 
Immediate Past Chair  

Brenda Johnson (2006) 
Calabasas Pharmacy, 
818.223.8656 
  
Kimberly Bordonaro (2006) 
Kimberly Bordonaro  
Personal Branding,  
818.468.4670 

 
Jeff Morton (2007) 
AmeriFund Lending Group, 
818.621.0308 

 
Dana Rolland (2011) 
Atmosphere Events and Catering, 
310.403.1214 

 
Nate Smith (2011) 
Caruso Affiliated,  
818.222.3444 

 
Howard Sommers, Esq. (2011) 
Attorney at  Law, 818.222.5439 
 
Jacqueline Souza (2012) 
Souza and Associates 
818.223.9647 
 
Saleem  Saleem  (2012) 
RMS Direct, Inc. 
818.707.2625 

 
Jeanne Garrison  (2012) 
Siena Publishing, Inc. 
310.317.0841 
 
Michael Higginbotham (2012) 
Cambridge Financial Partners, LLC 

   818.206.5838 

 
Chamber Staff 

 
Bridget Karl, President/CEO 

 
Cheryl Frotton, Administrative Assistant 

 
 

  
Economic and Government Affairs Committee Legislative Update   

 By Michelle L. Dornfest, MBA - Vice Chair, Governmental Affairs - Calabasas Chamber of 

Commerce, Board of Directors, United Chambers of Commerce, Board of Directors 

EGAC passed a Motion to improve the overall effectiveness of the 2011   

Calabasas Plastic Carryout Bag Ordinance 

Calabasas joined the growing ranks of municipalities encouraging residents to bring reusable bags 

when shopping. On February 9, 2011, the Calabasas City Council passed Ordinance No. 2011-282 to 

ban the use single-use carryout plastic bags that pollute our environment and constitute a high 

percentage of litter across the country. 

Under the terms of the law, stores have reusable bags available for sale and will also offer recyclable 

paper bags for 10 cents each, in lieu of customers bringing their reusable bags.                                            

Reports from store owners and community members to the Chamber have revealed that the $0.10 fee 

currently imposed on recycled paper carry-out bags is actually deterring some people from shopping in 

Calabasas.  EGAC is available to discuss concerns about this topic. 

The EGAC Motion passed on December 5, 2011, recommends that the $0.10 fee imposed on recycled 

paper carryout bags, be eliminated in the City of Calabasas. Recycled paper carryout bags made from 

100% total recycled content with 40% post-consumer recycled content, should be distributed, without 

charge to customers. 

Due to the holiday, our next committee meeting will be delayed until Monday, January 9th at 12 

Noon at the Riviera Restaurant in Calabasas.  If you need further directions, call the Chamber Office at 

818-222-5680. 

___________________________________________________ 

 òCome Fly Away, Letõs Fly Awayó 

You are cordially invited to the Calabasas Chamber of Commerce Installation Gala, honoring 
outgoing Chairman of the Board Brenda Johnson of Calabasas Pharmacy and installing the 
Chamber's Incoming Chairman of the Board Elena Yasno of Lenka Traveler. Featuring the 
World Travels of Lenka Traveler!  Presentation of 2012 Board of Directors along with 
Chairmanõs Award and Spirit of Calabasas Award . 
  
The Gala is sponsored by FERRARI-CARANO VINEYARDS AND WINERY - Ferrari-Carano Winery, 
Sonoma County's finest vineyard presents their 2010 Cabernet and 2010 Chardonnay. 

Saturday, January 28, 2012    6:00 to 11:00 p.m.  
Calabasas Country Club, 4515 Park Entrada, Calabasas 

Cocktail Hour 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.  
Gala Dinner, Awards and Dancing 7:15 to 11:00 p.m.  

Admission: $75.00 per person / $600.00 for table of eight  
Dress: Cocktail Attire  

Wine Tasting * Dancing * Silent Auction  

RSVP to the Chamber Office 818.222.5680 or info@calabasaschamber.com  

It's not too late to feature your business during the Gala's Silent Auction, to advertise in the 

program or to be a sponsor for the event.  Simply contact Bridget at the Chamber to see what 

is still available. 
 

 

                                                    

                        

http://www.calabasaschamber.com/
mailto:info@calabasaschamber.com
http://www.calabasaschamber.com/
mailto:info@calabasaschamber.com
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GOOD MORNING, CALABASAS! 
 

Bob J. Epstein, Attorney at Law will                                     

ƳƻŘŜǊŀǘŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅΩǎ Good Morning Calabasas!                                   

On Thursday, January 12Σ нлмнΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ                                                       

for breakfast and networking at 7:15 a.m. at                                                           

the Calabasas Country Club, 4515 Park                                                      

Entrada, Calabasas, CA 91302.  Our guest                                                          

speaker and sponsor Michele the Trainer ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ άNew Year, 

bŜǿ ¸ƻǳ ƛƴ ¢ǿƻ ½ŜǊƻ hƴŜ ¢ǿƻέ How to maintain fitness, lifestyle 

& wellness, personally and professionally in the New Year. 

 Thank you to Jeff Morton of AmeriFund Lending Group for moderating the 

December Breakfast program.  Special thanks to the following people for 

their generous door prizes at the December Breakfast: David Becker, Keller 

Williams Realty; Bob J. Epstein, Attorney at Law; Brenda Johnson, 

Calabasas Pharmacy;  Wayne Levine, BetterMen.org; Susan Orgen, SRO 

Business Solutions, Inc.; Al Rosenberg, Beds Unlimited; Saleem Saleem, 

RMS Direct, Inc.; Ronald  Supancic, The Law Collaborative, Los Angeles; 

Marilyn Talaguit, Hilton Garden Inn ς Calabasas; Marcey Verity-Viner and 

Hank Yuloff, Send Out Cards. 

    Make your reservation today and bring plenty of business cards to 

shareéand donôt forget your company brochures for the marketing 

display table.  Highlight a new feature or service this month with 

your 30 second business introduction. 

 
Did you know that bringing a door prize to the Breakfast 

is a great way to publicize your business! 

 
Chamber members and the general public are invited to attend the 

monthly Breakfast program. The cost is $20 Members; $25 for Non-

Members. Please call Cheryl Frotton at 818.222.5680, or e-mail your 

reservation to Janaury B reak fas t. No shows wil l be charged. 

 
 
 
 

 
Thank You to our 

    December Breakfast Sponsor! 
 

   The Child Resource Center, Inc.                         

818.717.1000     FAX: 818.717.8799 

Email: stweddell@ccrcla.org 

 

 

 

Good Morning Calabasas! 

Chamber Breakfast 

 

 

Michele the Trainer will present  

" New Year, New You in Two Zero One Two"  

 How to maintain fitness, lifestyle & wellness, personally and 

professionally in the New Year. 
 

 Thursday, January 12, 2012 

 at 7:15 a.m.   

Calabasas Country Club 

 4515 Park Entrada, Calabasas, CA 91302 
 

Members: $20.00   Non- Members: $25.00

 
 
 

               Call  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order Your Personal Magnetic Name Badge 
 

For the low price of $12, receive a 

distinctive green magnetic badge with 

engraved white lettering to publicize your 

business at functions you attend. You may  

place your badge  order through the  

Chamber office 818.222.5680 
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WELCOME NEW  MEMBERS 
 

AARON M. ALBUCHER ACCOUNTING 

SERVICES ɀ Bookkeeping services (Accounts 

Payable, Accounts Receivable, Payroll and Bank 

Reconciliations). 

Aaron M. Albucher                                                 

22244 Philprimm Street                                    

Woodland Hills, CA 91367                                         

(818) 704 -4796                      

amalbucher@hotmail.com   

 

UNION BANK - Union Bank is a full service 

financial institution, catering to both 

consumer, business, and 'Prio rity' clients. 

Our staff has an average of 7 years 

experience in financial services. Our hours 

are from 9am to 6pm, Monday through 

Friday, and 9am to 2pm Saturdays                                                                  

Michelle Mianrood                                         29015 

Thousand Oaks Blvd.                         Agoura 

Hills, CA  91301                                      (818) 

606-5488 

michelle.mianrood@unionbank.com   

SPOTLIGHT THE ARTS FOUNDATION - was 

formed by a group of Calabasas residents in 

2004 to promote the arts in our community. As 

a grass-roots local arts organization that also 

qualifies as a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) non-profit 

California corporation, Spotlight produces live 

performances and publicizes the activities of 

artists and other arts organizations in the 

Calabasas and surrounding areas.                        

Bradley Bobbs  

P.O. Box 8313                                              

Calabasas, CA  91372                                          

(818) 436-0530             

www.spotlighthearts.org 

COACHING FOR HEALTH                  
We offer comprehensive, effective and  
long-term healthy solutions: nutrition,  
weight, healthy eating programs and  
products. 
Monika Klein  
23123 Ventura Blvd. 
Woodland Hills, CA  91364 
(818) 991-4560 
www.coachingforhealth.com  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

MALIBU CANYON DENTAL ɀ A boutique 

dental office specializing in cosmetic 

makeovers, dental implants, restorative 

dentistry and all dental procedures in a spa-

like atmosphere.                                                          

Lucy Mgdesyan                                                   

4505 Las Virgenes Road                              

Calabasas, CA  91302                                          

(818) 880-8841      

www.malibucanyondental.com 

 

SCOTT MARTIN AUTO BROKER ɀ is an 

independent auto broker specializing in 

obtaining cars for individuals, businesses, and 

cities. The broker can negotiate dealership 

sale prices and also offers leasing options.                                

P.O. Box 8504                                              

Calabasas, CA  91372-8504                            

(818) 430-7266                

autobrokerscott@gmail.com  

DIGGSDESIGN ɀ Offers website design, as 

well as all areas of graphic design.  We build 

websites you can manage yourself.                           

Robbie Diggs 

1824 Sandal Wood Place  

Thousand Oaks, CA  91362                               

(805) 241-7828                                         

www.diggs-design.com  

DAVID GLUCKSMAN, CPA ɀ Accounting 

services for the past, present and future. 

26500 West Agoura Road #207 

Calabasas, CA  91302                                             

(818) 880-5522                  

www.glucksmancpa.com  

 

 

 

 

VERSAILLES APARTMENT HOMES ɀ We are 

committed to providing you a home that suits 

your personal needs. A place where you can be 

yourself. An environment that fits. In addition 

to a wide range of apartment options, we offer 

a variety of unique services and benefits 

available only to our residents. Personal 

Attention and Exceptional Move-in, ensure that 

ÙÏÕ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÔÉÓÆÙÉÎÇ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ 

expecting.                                                                     

Adrian Szabo 

23100 Avenue San Luis                            

Woodland Hills, CA  91364                               

(818) 225-7660         

www.equityresidential.com  

VALLEY CULTURAL CENTER ɀ Serves the 

cultural needs of the greater San Fernando 

Valley through free concerts and movies, and a 

variety of special events.                                                   

James W. Kinsey 

21550 Oxnard Street #470                      

Woodland Hills, CA  91367                               

(818) 704-1358    

www.valleyculturalcenter.org 

SALON NUUVO ɀ is the premier destination for 

quality haircuts, superior Italian hair color and 

impeccable customer service, guaranteed to 

ÍÁËÅ ÙÏÕ ÆÅÌÌ Ȱ&ÅÅÌ "ÅÁÕÔÉÆÕÌȱ /ÐÅÎ 4ÕÅÓÄÁÙ 

thru Saturday 9 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.                      

Raychel Harr ison CEO/Creative Director    

26777AgouraRoad#B3                         

Calabasas,CA91302                              

818.871.9441                                          

www.salonnuuvo.com                  

info@salonnuuvo.com

http://www.calabasaschamber.com/
mailto:amalbucher@hotmail.com
mailto:michelle.mianrood@unionbank.com
http://www.spotlighthearts.org/
http://www.coachingforhealth.com/
http://www.malibucanyondental.com/
mailto:autobrokerscott@gmail.com
http://www.diggs-design.com/
http://www.glucksmancpa.com/
http://www.equityresidential.com/
http://www.valleyculturalcenter.org/
http://www.salonnuuvo.com/
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MORNING 
COFFEE & BUSINESS 

WITH 
BRIDGET 

 

THANK YOU 

RENEWING MEMBERS 
 

 
1982 

Las Virgenes Unified School District 
 

1983 
Mercedes-Benz of Calabasas 

US Bank 
 

1987 
Good Nite Inn 

Torgan -Beard-Fernandez Dental Group 
 

1990 
Larry Negrin, CPA 

 
1992 

Pacific Lodge Youth Services 
 

1996 
The Ashram, Ltd. 

 
1997 

Fastframe of Woodland Hills  
The Commons at Calabasas A Caruso Affiliated Property 

The Wellness Community Valley/Ventura  
 

1998 
Pierce Brothers Valley Oaks Griffin Memorial Park, Crematory & 

Mortuary  
 

1999 
Orion Ranch ɀ Star Route 

Edward Jones 
Bob Smith BMW / MINI 

Courtyard Salon  - Formerly known as Fantastic Sams 
 

2001 
Lois Julien 

 
2003 

Raw Inspiration  
 

2004 
Arthur Murray Dance Studio  

Lenka Traveler  
Prudentia l California Realty ɀ Renee Lamkay 

 
2006 

Thomas Safran & Associates 
Kimberly Bordonaro Personal Branding  

 
2008 

Muse School CA 
Launa Stone R.N. Medical Aesthetics 

New Village Leadership Academy 
$ÉÌÂÅÃË %ÓÔÁÔÅÓȟ #ÈÒÉÓÔÉÅȭÓ 'ÒÅÁÔ %ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ɀ Sherry Keowen 

Barri ster Executive Suites, Inc. 
New England Financial, A MetLife Affiliate  

Las Virgenes Educational Foundation 
 

2009 
AT&T 

Masterpiece Dance Theatre 
Rodeo Realty ɀ Lisa & Scott Sorrentino 

 
2010 

Farmers Insurance District Office  
Grand National Auto Body 

Mika Color 
Olivet ɀ Calabasas Foursquare Church 

Avalon Financial  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The City of Calabasas organizes two free monthly electronic waste 
collection events.  On the first Saturday of the month (Saturday, 
January 7, 2012), an electronic waste collection will take place at 
!ÌÂÅÒÔÓÏÎȭÓ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÌÏÔȟ ςφυςρ !ÇÏÕÒÁ 2ÏÁÄ ɉÁÔ ,ÁÓ 6ÉÒÇÅÎÅÓ 2ÏÁÄɊ 
in Calabasas from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  A second monthly 
electronic waste event will take place on the 3rd Saturday of the 
month (January 21, 2012) in the Vons Shopping Center parking lot 
at 23381 Mulholland Drive in Woodland Hills from 10:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m.  Acceptable items include but are not limited to CD 
players, laptops, and personal computers, microwave ovens, 
ÐÒÉÎÔÅÒÓȟ ÒÁÄÉÏÓ ÓÔÅÒÅÏÓȟ ÔÅÌÅÐÈÏÎÅÓ ÁÎÄ 6#2ȭÓȢ  &or more 
information, please contact the City of Calabasas Recycling and 
Solid Waste Coordinator at (818) 224-1600. 
 

The 2011 -12 Calabasas Winter Recreation Brochure  features 

detailed information about adult and youth classes, senior 

citizen programs, community news and information about adult 

and youth activities and much more.  Please look for Enrichment 

classes and other after school programs in the Recreation 

Brochure.  The 2011-12 Winter Calabasas Recreation Brochure 

will also be available online and paper copies will be available at 

City Hall, the Agoura Hills / Calabasas Community Center and the 

Calabasas Tennis & Swim Center.  For more information about 

Calabasas recreation opportunities or for help with class 

registration, please call the Recreation Department at (818) 880-

6461 
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Calabasas Chamber Commerce where members can come and 

discuss their ness with our President and CEO, and 

members our Deputy Committee.  Together, we wil l help you find 

ways to best utilize your membership and help you succeed with     your 

business goals. We you to out o business this 

year and bring them with o  
reservations are required and space is limited o an 

intimate atmosphere where everyone wil l be able o discuss their 

needs. 
Next is on y January 18, 2012 

your spot by (818) 222-5680 o

ba 
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Asim Ali                    

General Manager 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
      
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   

 

 

 

        
                                     

4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÎÅ× 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆ ÉÎ ÔÏ×Î ÁÎÄ ×Å ×ÏÕÌÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÔÈÅ .Å× 

9ÅÁÒ ÏÆÆ ÉÎÔÒÏÄÕÃÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ ÎÅ× 3ÈÅÒÉÆÆȟ *ÁÃÑÕÅÌÉÎÅ 3ÏÕÚÁȣ 

Jacqueline Souza, President of Souza and Associates, Inc. - I have been in 

the accounting field for almost 23 years and was very fortunate to have 

a great Mentor who nurtured me and helped me develop the skills I 

needed for my career.  I worked for a public accounting CPA firm for 13 

years specializing in divorce litigation, bookkeeping, business 

management and tax preparation as a Staff Accountant and was 

eventually promoted to Account Manager.                                                                     

Through my journey above I realized that being in the accounting arena 

was my calling in life.  I had a dream and that dream was to reintroduce 

excellent Customer Service.  In my experience I have come to realize 

that while people want someone who knows their stuff, they also want 

someone who takes the time to listen has integrity, utmost 

professionalism and the ability to be flexible.   

I first started as a consultant in 2001 and quickly built a small 

practice.  In 2005 Souza and Associates was started with my husband, 

Michael Souza.  The first year was so amazing we brought on another 

Associate in 2006.  This same year, I joined BNI (Business Networking 

)ÎÔȭÌɊ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÇÁÖÅ ÍÅ ÁÎ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÕÍÅ ÓÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÒÏÌÅÓȡ 

Visitor Host, Membership Committee, Secretary/Treasurer and most 

recently Vice President for 2011/2012.  I also assisted in founding of the 

BNI Calabasas Chapter called Premier Alliance in 2007 and I am 

currently in the Woodland Hills chapter called Synergy.  In November 

2011, I was honored wÉÔÈ Ȱ-ÅÍÂÅÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ -ÏÎÔÈȱ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 3ÁÎ &ÅÒÎÁÎÄÏ 

Valley BNI. 

In 2008, Souza and Associates incorporated and the firm is now 5 

employees and growing.  In 2009, we joined the Calabasas Chamber 

which was a decision that has proven to be very rewarding both 

personally and professionally.  In 2010, I was honored to be accepted as 

a Deputy with the Chamber of Calabasas and starting in 2012 I will 

serve on the Board of Directors and also as the Sheriff. 

My journey is only just beginning.                                                                                                                                                                               

Jacqueline D. Souza                                                                                                                                                                                                                

Souza and Associates, Inc.                                                                                                                                                                                                                

PO Box 8606                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Calabasas, CA 91372-8606                                                                                                                                                                                                             

P (818) 223-9647   F (818) 223-9641                                                                                                                                                                                              

For all your Bookkeeping, Business Management and Notary needs                                                             

Jacqueline@souzaandassociates.com                                                                                                                                  

http://souzaandassociates.com 

     

�K�‰���v���î�ð���,�}�µ�Œ�•�����������Ç�Y 

Visit www.calabasaschamber.com 

          FACEBOOK 

We invite all Chamber members to 

friend the new Calabasas Chamber of 

�&�R�P�P�H�U�F�H�·�V���I�D�F�H�E�R�R�N���S�D�J�H�������.�H�H�S��

up- to- date with all the happenings at 

the Chamber, offer your opinion on 

the news of the day and support your 

fellow Chamber Members events.  See 

you on the Social Media Network! 

...From the desk of        

  

 

 
You can also follow us on twitter 

@calabchamber  

http://www.calabasaschamber.com/

